Sociology 597.02: World Population Problems– Autumn 2006
J. Brian Brown (PhD candidate)

COURSE WEBSITE
www.sociology.ohio-state.edu/jbb/soc59702
CLASS TIME

9:30-11:18 pm, Monday/Wednesday, MP 2017
OFFICE HOURS

Monday and Wednesday (by appointment)
11:30am-1:30pm

239 Journalism Bldg. 

Office Phone:  688-5835

brown.1954@osu.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Sociology 597.02 fulfills GEC Objectives:
1. Students synthesize and apply knowledge to contemporary issues using a sociological perspective.

2. Students write about or conduct research on the contemporary world. 

3. Students apply skills in logic and computation to explore global issues.
The GEC goals for this course will be met through an exploration of several important issues in contemporary world society including population change, mortality and disease, environmental change, household demography, and terrorism.  More specifically, the course will use a national and global framework that will facilitate the exploration of the following topics: 

• The extent and nature of population change 

• The causes and consequences of global population change

• Global inequality as relating to fertility, mortality, and migration 

• Environmental problems and their relationship to population change 

• The relationship between population and social policies

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

1. This is an upper-level course.  Students should expect be able to demonstrate a knowledge-base developed in lower-level GEC courses.
2. This is not a textbook-based course.  Learning how to interpret and critique scientific reasearch in academic journals  and policy briefs is fundamental to graduate education.  
GROUND RULES

1. During discussions we will respect the ideas and opinions of your classmates.  
2. Turn your mobile phone and pagers off. 
3. Do not sleep in class or work on assignments for other courses.

4. If you need to leave class early, please let me know beforehand and sit near the door. 
5. There are no make-ups for the exams or assignments.  In the event of an emergency, contact me immediately.
6. If I have evidence of plagiarism I will turn you in to OSU’s Committee on Academic Misconduct for a full (and fair) investigation.  
GRADING
Exam 1 - 25%

Exam 2 - 25%

Four Assignments – 40% (10% each)
Five in-class pop quizzes over readings. (Low score dropped, 2.5% each) – 10%
A  93-100, A-  90-92, B+  87-89, B  83-86, B-  80-82, C+  77-79, C  73-76, C-  70-72, D+  67-69, D  60-66, E  59 and below
COURSE MATERIALS: 
- Population Reference Bureau Publications
- Journal Articles
COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1

Sept 20 - Syllabus Overview
Week 2

Sept 25 – Overview of World Population Problems

Read: World Population: More Than Just Numbers
Sept 27 – Demographic Concepts and Methods (Part 1)
Read: Population Handbook (pp. 1- 23 and Glossary pp. 55-64)
Assignment 1 distributed

Week 3

Oct 2 – Demographic Concepts and Methods (Part 2)
Read: Population Handbook (pp. 25-36, 43-50 and Glossary pp. 55-64)
Oct 4 –  Low Fertility
Read: Philip Morgan. Is Low Fertility a Twenty-First-Century Demographic Crisis? Demography, Vol. 40, No. 4 (Nov., 2003), pp. 589-603
DUE:  Assignment 1
Week 4

Oct 9 –   HIV and AIDS

Read:  How HIV and AIDS Affect Populations
Read:  The Global Challenge of HIV and AIDS

Read:  Case, Paxson, and Ableidinger. 2004. “Orphans in Africa: Parental Death, Poverty, and School Enrollment.” Demography – 41 (3): 483-508.

Distribute Assignment 2
Oct 11 –  Film:  Children Underground (2001)


Read:   Romania's Orphans: A Legacy of Repression
Week 5

Oct 16 –  Discussion
DUE: Assignment 2

Oct 18 –   Review
Week 6

Oct 23 –  Exam 1
Oct 25 –  Race and Health

Read:  Population Handbook pp 37-39 

Read:  Why Invest in Newborn Health
Read: Hayward and Heron. 1999. “Racial Inequality in Active Life among Adult Americans.”  Demography. 1999 Feb;36(1):77-91.
Distribute Assignment 3
Week 7

Oct 30 – Migration
Read: International Migration: facing the challenge
Nov 1 –   Film:  Maria Full of Grace
Read:  Williams, Alvarez, and Hauck. 2002. “My Name is Not Maria: Young Latinas Seeking Home in the Heartland.”  Social Problems, 49(4), 563-584
Week 8

Nov 6 – Discussion

DUE:  Assignment 3

Nov 8 –  Trends in the United States

Read: Population Handbook pp 39-41 

Read:  Smock 2000. “Cohabitation in the United States: An appraisal of research themes, findings, and implications.” Annual Reviews Sociology, 26: 1-20
Week 9

Nov 13  – Trends in the United States (cont.)
Read:  Poverty in America

Read:  New Marriages, New Families: U.S. Racial and Hispanic Intermarriage
Nov 15 – Population and the Environment

Read:  Critical Links: Population, Health, and the Environment
Distribute Assignment 4

Week 10  
Nov 20 – Film: Born into Brothels (2004)


Read:  India's Population: Reconciling Change and Tradition

Nov 22 – Discussion

Due: Assignment 4

Week 11

Nov 27 - Review
Nov 29 – Exam 2
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

The student must contact the Office of Disabilities in 150 Pomerene Hall (292-3307) to make arrangements for special considerations in this course. Students with documented disabilities are responsible for making their own needs known to the instructor and seeking available assistance in a timely manner. This syllabus is available in alternative formats on request from the Sociology Advising Office in 304 Bricker Hall (292-2056) 
